
Wellington Primary Academies  

Geography Vocabulary Progression Grid 

ADD IN 3 TIER SYSTEM – Tier 1 – everyday, readily used, Tier 2 – Academic e.g. repetition pattern (used across subjects), Tier 3 – Subj Spec (factorisation, 

brush strokes. 

Locational and Place Knowledge  

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Atlas  
Map  
Globe  
Country/-ies  
England  
Wales  
Scotland  
Northern Ireland 
United Kingdom  
 
Equator  
North pole  
South pole  
Capital city 

Borders 
Ocean/s 
Atlantic  
Pacific  
Indian  
Arctic  
Southern (Antarctic)  
Continent/s (decreasing size) 
Asia  
Africa (Uganda) 
North America  
South America  
Antarctica  
Europe  
Australia/Oceania 
European Country/-ies  
England  
Wales  
Scotland  
Northern Ireland 
United Kingdom  
Capital City/-ies 
London 
Cardiff  
Edinburgh 
Dublin 
County (Wiltshire) 
City/-ies 

UK 
Region 
Romans  
Britain  
Londinium 
River Thames 

  
Europe 
Big Ben  
Eiffel Tower  
Colosseum 
St Basil’s Cathedral 
Russia  
Flags  
National identity  
Paris  
Rome  
Berlin 
Moscow  
Amsterdam  
Munich  
Madrid  
Meridian Line 
Continent 

 
South America 
Rio de Janeiro 

Counties  
geographical counties 

Home counties 
Wiltshire   
Population  
Topographical features 
 
Spain  
Land Borders: Portugal, 
France, Andorra and 
Gibraltar. 
British overseas territory  
Tagus and Ebro Rivers  
Pyrenees 
Autonomous communities 
instead of counties 
Madrid 
Royal Palace  
Parque del Retiro 
Museo Nacional Centro de 
Arte Reina Sofia 
Pablo Picasso 
Manzanares River  
River Thames  
 
North America 

Map Reading 

UK Cities 
England  
Manchester   
Birmingham  
Liverpool 
Bristol  
Bath  
Cambridge 
Oxford  
Scotland  
Aberdeen  
Dundee 
Glasgow 
Ireland 
Cork  
Belfast 
Wales  
Swansea  
Newport 
Angel of the North  
Clifton Suspension Bridge  
Forest of Dean  
Mountains (Ben Nevis) 
Europe  
Equator  
Prime Meridian  
Continents  

Rivers  
  
 
India (Case Study)  
India  
Himalayan Mountain Range  
Bhutan 
China  
Nepal 
Pakistan  
Indian and Eurasian Plates 
Barren Island  
Indian-Australian Plate 
Thar Desert  
River Ganges  
Silk Road  
Mahatma Gandhi  
 



 

 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Features 
Human Geography  
House  
Address 
Clothes  
Wear  
Year  
Jobs  
City 
Town  

Human Geography Local 
area  
Locality  
Facility  
Jobs  
Clothing 
Agriculture 
Metropolitan  
Rural  

Human Geography 
Cathedral 
population 
Immigrants 
Migration 
Single market (trade) 
Spanish   
Portuguese 
The Incas  
Indigenous  

Human Geography 
Roads 

Dams  
Cities  
Tourism 
Land borders 
Regions  
17 Autonomous 
communities instead of 
counties  

Human Geography 
Human characteristics  
Countries 
Place of worship  
parking 
Gold Force  
Nature reserve  
cycle trail  
train station 
campsite  

Human Geography 
British Colony  
Colonisation  
Raw materials  
Wealth 
Independence  
British Rule  
Hindu 
29 States  
7 Union Territories  

Similarities  
Differences  

Brazil  
Amazon Rainforest/River 
Sao Paulo 
Christ the Redeemer 
Corcovado Mountain 
Sugarloaf Mountain  
Copacabana Beach 
Maracana Stadium 
Carnivale 
 
 

23 Countries   
Canada 
USA 
Mexico  
Caribbean Islands  
Central America  
50 States  
Mexico City  
Native Americans  
 Greenland 
Missouri River  
Grand Canyon 
Niagara Falls 
Lake Superior 
Montserrat 
Panama Canal  
Atlantic ocean  
Pacific Ocean   
 
 
 

Time zones  
Climate Zones and Tectonic 
Plates  
Climate Zones  
polar zones 

Temperate zones  
Tropical zones  
Biomes (desert, tundra, 
tropical, taiga/deciduous 
forest, grasslands, coral 
reefs and mountainous). 
Pacific Plate  
The Andes 
Trade and Economics  
El Salvador 
 
 



Village  
Factory 
Harbour 
Office 
Port 
Church  
Farm  
Shop  
Detached house  
Semi-detached house 
Terrace house 
Physical Geography  
Rivers 
Valleys  
Sea 
Mountains 
Hills 
Forests 
Cliffs 
Beaches 
Hot and cold places  
 
Map  
Weather (sunny, windy, 
cloudy, stormy, snowy, 
partly cloudy)  
Temperature 
Climate 
Equator  
North and South Poles  

continent 
 
Physical Geography  
Survey map  
Labels  
Key Features  
Grounds  
Beach  
Coast  
Forest  
Hill  
Cliff  
Sea  
Valley 
Climate 
Temperature 
Equator  
Earth’s Orbit  
 
 
 

Religious Monument 
continent 
 
Physical Geography 
Rivers 
mountain ranges 
Cathedral 
city  
town 
Seas  
 

Government 
Flag  
capital city  
Indigenous 
Continent 
Canal 
trade 
 
Physical Geography 
hills 
mountains 
rivers 
lakes 
valleys 
volcanoes 
climate  
biome 
Mediterranean  
Cold, semi-arid (warm 
summers, relatively cold 
winters) 
 
 

footpath 
motorway  
main road  
Trade 
Imports  
Exports 
Goods 
Fair trade  
Products  
Tudor  
Victorian times  
 
Physical Geography 
Elevation 

Climate change  
Greenhouse effect 

Gases 

Biomes (desert, tundra, 
tropical, taiga/deciduous 
forest, grasslands, coral 
reefs and mountainous).  
Ecosystem  
Soil type  
Vegetation 
Water cycle  
Condensation 
Evaporation  
Percolation  
Run-off  
Precipitation 
Tectonic Plates  
Earthquakes  
Volcanoes  
Magma  
Pressure  
Mountain ranges  
 
 

5 regions 
British Empire  

 
 
Physical Geography 
Active  
Dormant 
 

 



 

 

Geographical Enquiry and Fieldwork 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Maps  
Globes  
Symbols  
Near  
Far  
Left  
Right  
Weather (sunny, windy, 
cloudy, stormy, snowy, 
partly cloudy)  
Prediction 
Key  
Observation 
Aerial Photograph 
Similar  
Different  
Fieldwork 
 
 

Compass  
North 
South  
East  
West  
Symbols (river, church, 
roads, etc)  
Key  
Globe 
Landmarks 
Human  
Physical 
Features 
Evidence 
Route 
Plot 
environment  
Similar  
Different 

Atlas  
Compass rose  
Index 
eight-point Compass  
North-West 
North-East  
South-West  
South-East 
location 
Legend  
Key  
symbols 
Sketch Maps  
Graph 
Compare  
Contrast  
Similar  
Different 

Research  
Leaflet  
Headings 

Sub-headings 

Layout 

Graphics  
Atlas  
encyclopaedias 

Persuasive presentation 
Google Maps  
Significant  
Similar  
Different 
map scale  
 

Lines of latitude/longitude  
References  
Time zone maps  
Ordnance survey  
Climate zones  
Biomes  
Richter and Mercalli scales  
Grid references (4 and 6 
figure)  
Evidence  
Conclusions  
Route  
Direction  
Degrees  
Compass 
Impact  
Trade  
Cause and Effect  

Historic Maps 
Scale 

Data  
comparative data  
historical trade  
key  
landscape 

Industry  
 


